Evotional
Date: 08" October 2006 (pm).
Speaker: Richard Francis.
Message title: “Everything is
God breathed even this -
Haggai”

Bible passage:
Haggai complete, please read, key verses will be highlighted

The message in brief:

| get theimpression from reading this book that Haggai wasthe least scary of the Old

Testament prophets because he was a man with a heart of love and a name meaning

festival, feast or, in modern terms, party. He was not condemning but trying to help the

people truly find God and all hisblessings for them. He was most likely born in exile, in

Babylon, where the Jewish people were held for a 70 year period before a group of about

50,000 returned to Jerusalem led by Zerubbabel. Haggai was written in 520 years BC and

the prophet brought four messagesto the returning Jewish exiles and to us:

A message of Conviction and proprieties (1:2-15):

* Heconvictsthem about coming back to the heart of worship and putting God first.
Worship isloving God for Gods sake and that isthe right priority. When they do this
they hear God say: O am with youQ In verse 13 D15 the people are stirred (not
shaken) into starting to build the temple; a place where they can experience Gods
presence.

A message of Courage and faith (2:1-9):

* Haggai comparesthe new temple with the splendour and glory of Solomon's original
temple and asksif it seems anything like it. He isreally saying that nothing made by
humanity can impress God the creator of the universe. Rather, what is given by
humanity®@ heart is what impresses God. True faith iswanting God and nothing else.
God tellsthem (Be strong, | love what your doing and your doing it right, | am going
to blessyou for it!OFaith then takes courage and leads to action

Message of Cleanliness and holiness (2:10-19):

* The people had become blind to God and hisways because of the rituals of their
religion. But now they are wanting to hear and be stirred by God again (v.14). He
tellsthem to stay holy and ask to made clean (v.18 B 19). We need to keep close to
Jesus and keep him in the centre.

Message of Covenant and promise (Chp2: 20 — 23)

* Finally, God underlines his promise and reminds the people that heisall powerful
and always present.

A question:
Do we presume to think we know what God wants? s he the priority of our lives?

A prayer:

QLord we ask for you to fill our hearts anew. Please Holy Spirit show us as we pray
anything that we need in our livesthat is stopping us coming to a fuller relationship with
God, give usthe strength to overcome and fill us anew with your love, in the name of
Jesus Christ we ask, amenO



