Evotional

Date: 24™ December 2006
(am).

Speaker: Neil Durling.
Message title: “Tales of the

unexpected (Zechariah &
Elizabeth).”

Bible passage: Luke 1:5-25 & 57-67:

Space won'’t allow me to reproduce the Bible reading but you can find it for yourself I'm sure!”

The message in brief:

Zechariah was a village priest and Elizabeth came from the priestly line of
Aaron. Luke goesto great lengthsto show usthat they were Qupright in the sight of
GodQ Why?Because Elizabeth was barren and this was seen asjudgement by God on
the women in their culture. Luke makesit clear that this wasn®the case for them. How
unexpected!

At thistime Zechariah wasin the priestly division (there were 24 divisionsBb1 for
each of Aaron@ sons. Each division had 800 priests) who were working at the Temple.
Zechariah drawsthe lot to minister in the temple and offer incense. How unexpected!

What do angelslook like?They are spiritual beings (Hebrewsl:14) who can take
human form. Zechariah is met by the angel Gabriel in the Temple and told that God has
heard his prayer for a child whom he must call John. Zechariah displays doubt (despite
praying for God to act!) and is punished by being struck dumb and possibly deaf (speak
(kophos) can also mean deaf: L uke 7:22). How unexpected!

Why doesthishappen?. It seemsthat God sometimes withdraws hisblessing
from us, which isawful, but it enables usto reflect on what is happening. M aybe thereis
something God wants usto sort out. This seemsto be the case for Zechariah: Did he
believe God could do the unexpected in hislife?

Zechariah lingersin the Temple for far too long and | imagine that the crowd
begin to feel uncomfortable. He comes out in a daze and isunable to give the blessing
(N umbers 6:24-26) which isthe only thing he had to do. How unexpected!

Zechariah returnshome and Elizabeth becomes preghant and goesinto seclusion
for 5 months believing God has shown her favour. How unexpected!

Between the texts we are looking at Mary isvisited by Gabriel and becomes
pregnant. She comes and spends 3 months with Elizabeth. How unexpected!

The baby isborn and 8 days later circumcised. Elizabeth calls him John but the
village is not pleased. Zechariah is given a tablet to write on as confirms his wife®
decision. He then speaks and the first thing he doesisto praise God (probably because
hisrelationship with God has deepened during this period). News spread and Zechariah
was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied. How unexpected!

A question:
Have you limited what God can do in and through you to the GexpectedO?

A prayer:
Father, thank you for continuing to surprise usand do the unexpected from time to time.
Amen.



