Evotional
Date: 21st January 2007 (am).
Speaker: Neil Durling.

Message title: “Sharing him with others: A missional community.”
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Bible passage: Hebrews 12:26-13:8:

At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken —that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain.  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our “God is a consuming fire.” Keep on loving each other as brothers. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?” Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Too long to copy here.

The message in brief:

In Napier, New Zealand at 10:46am on 3rd Feb. 1931 there was an earthquake that measured 7.8 on the rector scale. After the earthquake nothing was the same. Hebrews 12:26-29 says that God is shaking the heavens and the earth (an earthquake?) to show that which is unshakable (God and his kingdom which we are receiving). If you were in the rescue team on 4th February 1931 what would you do? What, as God’s rescue team should we do now? Whatever we do we must do it in love and together (13:1). We must be a missional community that goes out. Michael Quicke writes: “Missional means nothing less than the church being in the world as a transforming presence.” So what would you do?
A: Show compassion (13:2-3): Compassion is being with and experiencing other’s pain (strangers, prisoners and the suffering). The incarnation shows us God’s compassion which draws people to him.

B: Rebuild community (13:4-5): Since the technological industrial revolution (1850’s) the underpinnings of our society (the extended family) have been eroded. After WWII we focused on the nuclear family which nowadays has fallen apart for many people. Generation X (1963-1981 or in their 20’s in the 1990’s) have replaced family with friends and many no longer trust marriage. As the church we are building a community, an extended family.

C: Offer counsel to people (13:5-6, 8): Many people now have shattered lives and, as a result, a massive lack of confidence and security. They come out of the rubble of the earthquake with no way to connect to dots because, for many people, there is no single story. When you have a story, you have identity and security and confidence. We need to listen to people and respond, helping them place their life within the context of the story of God which is universal and connected to everyone. Do we give people God’s story? What is it? Two threads: Covenant (being: “I want to be with you”) and kingdom (doing: “I’ve got a job for you”).
Imitating life (13:7): Being on the mission team is about directing people to Jesus. We, as leaders after the earthquake, offer to direct them. They will only allow this if they want our lives (imitate). The question is: How many people want your life?

Question:

Who wants your life?
A prayer:

Father, thank you for placing us on your rescue team/missional community in the midst of the earthquake in which we find ourselves. Amen.
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