Evotional.
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Speaker: Neil Durling.

Message title: “The friend.” 

Bible passage: Luke 11:1-13.
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Message summary:

Jesus teaches the disciples to pray (1-4): The disciples have seen Jesus praying and ask him to teach them. They don’t ask about moral teaching, or Jesus’ view of God, but, rather, how to communicate and have a relationship with God. In Jesus’ day, teaching was different to schooling. Schooling meant filling someone with information, whereas teaching had to do with being around someone, watching, experiencing and copying them. Jesus says ‘when’, not ‘if, you pray, address God as Father. Father can mean author and initiator; it can be used for both parents, and means a spiritual father -  one who brings another to faith in Christ. And what was Jesus’ clearest teaching about God as Father? ‘The Prodigal Son’, which many people say should be entitled’ The Waiting Father’.

Ask and you will receive (9-13): Jesus finishes this discussion by encouraging the disciples to ask their Father for things, expecting to receive them, because God gives us good gifts, his ultimate gift being the Holy Spirit. Please note that we are to ask for things in “his name”, meaning, in line with his character and the sort of things Jesus would ask for.

A troubling parable (5-8): In between these pictures of God as a loving, lavish Father, Jesus tells a story that doesn’t seems to fit with the other two. It reads as if someone comes to God in prayer (asking for bread) and God doesn’t want to give them that bread (answered prayer), but eventually does because the pray-er wears God down. 

However, the whole parable rests on the interpretation of one Greek word: anaideia. 
In the NIV it is written as the word “boldness”. Therefore, “… because of the man's boldness” God answers the prayer (gives the bread). It makes the entire parable about the man’s ability to pray and contradicts the verses either side of it.

There is another translation of this word: “Avoidance of shame”. This reads “… because of the man’s avoidance of shame” he gives the bread. The man in the house refuses to be shamed and gets up to give the bread. This makes the first half of the parable a joke; it is about what will not happen. God will always get up. In Greek literature (Epicetus AD 50-130) and in Greek translations of the Old Testament the word is always “avoidance of shame/shamelessness”. Modern scholarship now widely recognizes that this is the correct translation. It was in the 12th century that the church felt the need to make it a positive quality and translate it as boldness.

If we read it correctly, the parable tells us that God is our loving, lavish Father and will always answer our prayers (get up).
These are “midweek stories told between Sundays” ; Luke recounts Jesus travelling between “Sundays”, from his earlier ministry in Galilee, to his death in Jerusalem. Jesus is encouraging us in our everyday prayer lives to see God as our Father. If we don’t, we won’t really speak to him honestly.
A question:
What kind of God do you believe in and pray to?
A prayer:

Father God, please give me…. Amen.
