Evotional.

Date: 31st January 2009 (am).

Speaker: Neil Durling.

Message title: “I am the light of the world.” 

Bible passage: John 8:12-20.

Message summary:

Jesus has saved the woman caught in the act of adultery from being stoned to death. Now he enters the temple during the Feast of Tabernacles.

Jesus speaks in the women’s court (20): Jesus is in the temple court area that was open to Jewish women (not just Jewish men), by the offertory box (13 shofar chests), where we see the widow’s mite placed in the offering. The Mishnah describes four large lamp stands being lit in this area of the Temple at the end of the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles. One writer says: “The lamp stands produced so much light that there wasn’t a courtyard in Jerusalem didn’t reflect their light.” This Feast reminded the people of the presence of God (reps. By the lamp stands) during in the wilderness. Celebrants danced before the lamps with burning torches, adding even more light to the celebration. Some sources say they danced, sang and played throughout every night of the Feast.

And in this context Jesus says: “I am the Light of the world” (12): Light is the first thing God created, is a frequent symbol of theophany (Gen. 15:17, Ex. 19:18, Ps. 104:2, Ez. 1:4), is a symbol for the law/word of God (Ps. 119:105, Prov. 6:23) and is a symbol for wisdom itself (Prov. 8:22). The Jews would sing: “The Lord is my light and my salvation.” (Psalm 27:1). John 1:4-10 uses light as the central image of God in the world through Jesus. Jesus is saying here that he isn’t just the light of Jerusalem; he is the light of the entire world. If we follow (follow is about discipleship and involves recognition and response to Jesus’ offer of life) Jesus we receive the light of life. If, on the other hand, we choose not to follow Jesus, we walk in darkness.

The Pharisees challenge Jesus (13) and he defends himself (14-18): The Law that he refers to here is Deuteronomy 17:6 and 19:15. Jesus is saying that no ordinary human could give testimony to Jesus’ origin and function. The irony is that he could judge justly, but doesn’t, while those who can’t (the Pharisees), do. Jesus tells the Pharisees that they can’t judge him, as they judge by human standards. The actual word used for human is flesh (sarx) meaning they would judge by mere appearances or purely by what is visible. Jesus makes it clear that he will be one of his witnesses, and his Father, the other.

The Pharisees ask who his father (19a): This could be a slur against the manner of Jesus’ birth, which is supported by verse 41 where they refer to not being illegitimate children.

Jesus tells them they don’t know him or his father (19b): Knowledge of God depended on knowing Jesus: To know Jesus is to know God. Jesus manifests the Father fully in human form.

A couple of thoughts:

A: Jesus is the light of the world through us: The problem is that many of us don’t believe this. We think we’re not good enough; too smudged and dirty for Jesus to shine through. But this is the way he has chosen. We need to “accept our acceptance”. God loves us and always will.
B: Jesus is the light to those who are not at the centre: Maybe we feel like we’ve been left in the Jewish women’s court and aren’t allowed in to the “inner circle” at church. I would encourage you to befriend other Christians at church.
C: Jesus is our light in the wilderness: The Jews wandered in the wilderness for forty years. We all have wilderness times as Christians, if we’re honest. During these times we need to cling to Jesus. Pray to him, read about him (the gospels) and hang around people that remind you of him.
A question:

Do any of these three thoughts ring true with you at the moment?
A prayer:

Turn that thought into a prayer.
