Evotional.

Date: 7th February 2009 (pm).

Speaker: Rick Woodward.

Message title: “Table manners.” 

Bible passage: Luke 14:1-14.
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Message summary:

Table manners are different but important in every culture. If you want to be an exceptionally rude guest you can:
· Insult your host’s strongly held views.
· Criticize the other guests and question their motives for attending the meal.
· Criticize your host for his choice of guests.

This is exactly what Jesus does in this passage!


Jesus is not our little buddy who pats us on the back and turns a blind eye to the wrongs we commit. Don’t expect him to approve of everything you, and do expect him to challenge you when you invite him into your life.
A few thoughts from this passage:

Truth and tradition (14:1-5): Jesus criticizes the Pharisaic tradition of not healing on the Sabbath (which was not based on scripture). He points out that if an ox or one’s son fell down a well on the Sabbath, they would surely rescue them! The reality is that Jesus is no respecter of traditions. The church is full of traditions that aren’t scriptural, and they can make newcomers feel awkward. For Jesus, morals matter more than manners. Scripture should be our touchstone of truth, not tradition.
Humility over high mindedness (14:8-11): Jesus comments on the unseemly way the guests jostle for ‘good’ seats at the table. He speaks of a man who chooses a ‘high’ seat and is then moved to a lower one by the host; very embarrassing! He says it is better to start in a lower seat and be moved up! Jesus’ consistent message is that it is best to be humble: The humble will be exalted by God (Luke 14: 11, 18:14, Matthew 23:12, 18:4 and 1 Peter 5:6). We should scorn self-importance because everything we have is a gift from God. We need to have a humble, honest view of ourselves because all our riches are at his pleasure, and could be removed in an instant. So enjoy what you have, but don’t think it belongs to you.

Giving and getting: Jesus insults his host for his choice of guests! He criticizes those who give only to those who can return the favour, and suggests we should host a meal for ‘down and outs’. So give; but give in secret, give generously and give without expecting anything in return.
A question:

· Does truth matter more to me than tradition?

· Am I humble?
· Do I give without any thought of return?

A prayer:

Jesus, thank you for challenging the status-quo of life. Amen.
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