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Message title: “Have we got bad breath?” 

Bible passage: Ezekiel 37:1-14.
Message summary:

1: Ezekiel:

Do we see the dry bones?
God set Ezekiel in a valley full of bones, and then led him to and fro. After being led to and fro, Ezekiel sees that the bones are very dry. Is this a memory of the images he would have seen when they were taken captive by the Babylonians? Please note that if the corpses have been slain (v.9); it means they were once alive. The dry bones are not yet-to-be Christians, rather, they are the people of Israel who were once close to God, and have now drifted. I believe the valley of bones is the Church in the UK. We can point to many churches that buck the trends, and we might not like it, but the statistics support this sad point of view (Peter Brierley is an expert in this field). It makes hard reading, but the Church has been in decline since in 1950’s. Now only 15% go to Church once a month, although 58% say they are Christians. Regular Church attendance is only 7%, with the average age getting older. The Church in the UK generally doesn’t attract four people groups: Burnt out Christians, men, young people and the poor. Do we see the dry bones or not?
Do we obey God?
Ezekiel is commanded twice by God to prophesy (7 and 10). He promised the people a change of fortunes: A new leader, going back to the promised land and rebuilding their cities (all features of the messianic era). Ezekiel is to prophesy (forth-tell) to the people that God will bring them to life! They are skeptical because they have been in exile, in Babylon, for ten years; they are dead bones in Babylon. Ezekiel obeys God even though he doesn’t seem to believe the bones can come alive (he neatly sidesteps God’s question with his answer in v.3). Are we obeying God and doing what he has called us to do? If we are closing our eyes to the valley of dry bones, the answer is probably “no”.

2: God:

Is in the valley:
Valley is the same word as plain (3:22), where Ezekiel saw God’s majesty. Our majestic God is in the valley amongst the dry bones. He isn’t standing off afar tutting at the mess we are in. We are the Bride of Christ , loved by a God who is with us.
Is in charge:
It is clear that God is in charge. He is called Sovereign Lord four times, and Lord a further seven times. What God said could happen then takes place. Ezekiel prophesies and then hears the bones rattling together. Did he have his eyes closed to begin with because he didn’t really believe the bones would come together? The bones are now corpses.

Is in the people:
Ezekiel then prophesies to the breath. How can we prophesy to God? Surely it is prayer. God’s breath (ruach in Hebrew) can mean wind (a gentle breeze or a violent wind) or Spirit (the Holy Spirit). At its root, ruach means air in motion. The Holy Spirit cannot be seen and is always on the move. Ezekiel prophesies to the four winds (the four corners of the earth). The Holy Spirit is moving and active everywhere. In this vision the bones come alive and stand up. It’s interesting that preaching and exhorting lifeless people to listen to God can have a positive, but limited, effect. But when we pray for the Holy Spirit to inspire, the effect is devastating. “Prayer is not a neutral event without danger.” When God enters us we come to life. For the people of Israel it meant going back to life in their own land. For us it means coming alive with the power of the Holy Spirit, and making a difference in the UK despite the statistics.
Have we got bad breath? Have we grown stale in our Christian faith? If so, we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit once more. We need the fresh breath of God in us to keep the Church alive.

A question:
Have I got bad breath?

A prayer:
Spend some time inviting the Holy Spirit to fill you.
