Evotional.

Date: 27th December 2009 (am).

Speaker: Neil Durling.

Message title: “Bread.” 

Bible passage: John 6:22-35.

Message summary:

Prior to this passage Jesus had just fed 5,000 and then walked across the lake at night, scaring his disciples when he met them 3.5 miles out.

Materialism (22-27): The crowd realize Jesus has disappeared and begin to search/look for him. When they find him they ask, "Rabbi, when did you get here?" which can be interpreted as: “When did you come to be?” When did Jesus come to earth could be John’s second cryptic meaning. Jesus isn’t flattered by the crowd searching for him and doesn’t answer their question. Instead he redirects the conversation and begins teaching them, correcting some of their opinions; namely their materialism, in a religious sense -  they want Jesus to feed them again.
Miracles (28-34): Merrill C. Tenney writes: “To Jewish questioners, obtaining eternal life consisted in finding the right formula for performing works to please God. Jesus directed them to the gift of God that could be obtained by faith in him.” Jesus tells them that to believe in God’s gift is the only work God requires from them. It seems amazing that the crowd who has just been fed the previous day demand another miracle – Or is it? They are trying to compare Jesus to Moses and evaluate him accordingly. They shift their focus from doing the work themselves to Jesus doing the work for them in the form of a miracle. Jesus tells them that Moses’ bread in the desert wasn’t true/genuine/original bread; it had no sustaining spiritual life. This would have been shocking for the crowd to hear. The true bread isn’t given every day (like Moses’ manna) but once and for all when Jesus came down to earth.

Me (35): Jesus tells them that he is the bread of life. He uses the title I am which God spoke in the burning bush when he met Moses in the desert. God’s revelation is often represented as food & drink (Jewish wisdom traditions - Proverbs 9:5), and Jesus tells them that if they accept him, they will never hunger nor thirst.
Interestingly, materialism and miracles don’t hold the crowd (John 6:66) that wanted to make Jesus king (John 6:15). They are searching, but in the wrong places.
In looking/searching for Jesus, do we get sucked into materialism of a religious kind? I think this comes from a busy life which can leave us coming to church for ME and what I get out of it. NT Wright puts it bluntly: “We are not the centre of the universe. God is not circling around us.”
Or maybe we are looking/searching for Jesus in miracles. There is nothing wrong with miracles but the gifts must never eclipse the giver. And can I ask: Is there any greater miracle than someone becoming a Christian?

Jesus says to us: “You need me!”
My friends, we need to be nourished by Jesus in our everyday lives because this is what life is all about. Why not remember Jesus as the bread of life every time you eat or drink something?
A question:

Are you searching for Jesus?
A prayer:
Jesus, please nourish me this week. Amen.
